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Making and extending sentences - Colourful Semantics 
 

Colourful semantics (Bryan, 1997) is an evidence- based approach which is designed to 

support children and young people’s language skills.  It can help them better understand 

how a sentence is structured, the difference between the parts of a sentence, and can 

support CYP to extend their sentences.  Each colour might have more than one word, within 

a sentence. For example: 

The              man decided to visit his granddad’s tractor 

in the field after tea, because he wanted to see how it 

worked! 

Tips for using colourful semantics at home: 

• When you are reading a book with your child, you can ask them any of the questions 

above. ‘Who is in the story? What are they doing? Where are they? When is the story 

set? Why is the man angry?’ You can ask them to underline the orange words or the 

brown words if they are writing in their own book.  

• You can cut out the symbols above and create a sentence with them (Remember: 

some of our CYP cannot yet answer why questions consistently so this might be 

challenging for them). 

• Play hide and seek.  ‘Where am I hiding? I am hiding in the kitchen!’ 

• When you are writing with your child and they miss out parts of a sentence, you can 

use colours to prompt them to extend their sentences. I go bus = I go on the bus to 

School. 

• Ask you child to follow instructions to help with pink words ‘Who did I give tea to? To 

your brother! 
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