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Speech and Language Glossary

Terms you might come across in your child’s speech and language therapy report and/or targets.

AAC Augmentative and alternative communication. Use of visuals, objects or
technology to support those who find it difficult to communicate using speech

ALD Aided Language Display. A visual/board with symbols and vocabulary specific to
an activity or topic

Attend to listen or give attention to

Attention autism an intervention approach to develop attention, turn taking and early language
skills

Best speech use of strategies to make speech as clear as possible

Blank levels different types of questions, which get increasingly more abstract from 1-4

CELF Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals (a standardised language
assessment)

Clicker 8 a software package which supports writing in students with literacy and/or
physical difficulties

Colourful an approach to support understanding and use of word types and sentences

semantics

Communication the different reasons we communicate, such as to request, protest, share

functions information, comment, ask questions

Core words common words that are used in a range of contexts, such as more, in, on, help,

(AAC) stop...

GRID a software package for AAC

Inference making a conclusion based on something not directly said, a ‘smart guess’
based on clues and prior knowledge

Intensive a child-led approach to encourage early positive social communication skills

interaction through watching, imitating and responding to body movements, sounds and
actions

Model to demonstrate skills e.g. speech, using visuals/AAC

Narrative/narrative | the ability to tell a story or series of events accurately, and clearly (e.g. in the

scaffold right order, providing the right information, in a concise way)

Now/next boards | visual boards indicating what is happening now, and what is going to happen

Objects of an object that can be used to represent an activity, person, or place

reference

Phonological understanding the sound structure of language at each level, such as being able

awareness to segment and blend words, syllables and sounds

Preferred method | any safe method of communication chosen by a child, such as speech, sign, use

of communication | of a visual, AAC

Prepositions words that indicate direction, location, time, place e.g. in, on, top, to, from, after

SaLT Speech and Language Therapist

Sensory the ability to process sensory input to manage arousal levels, attention and

regulation emotional responses

Sequencing putting events, or performing actions, in the right order

Shared/joint when people look at, listen or pay attention to the same object or activity at

attention once. This may be indicated by shared eye gaze, pointing, shared joy

Social problem the ability to analyse a social situation and identify appropriate solutions (e.g.

solving those which keep ourselves and others safe, managing conflict assertively)

TALC Test of Abstract Language Comprehension (a test of blank level understanding)

Talking mats a visual tool used to support individuals with communication difficulties in
decision making, self-advocacy and sharing opinions

Crowdys Hill School SaLT team
salt@crowdyshill.swindon.sch.uk Spring 2025
Widgit Symbols © Widgit Software Ltd 2002-2024 www.widgit.com



mailto:salt@crowdyshill.swindon.sch.uk

Crowdys Hill
School

Transition to move from one place to another, or one task to another

Turn taking an important social skill involving listening, waiting and sharing resources/toys
Word mat a visual to support vocabulary learning

Zones of an approach which links emotions to a colour or zone, to support self-regulation
regulation
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