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Developing vocabulary  

Words are the building blocks of communication. Increasing vocabulary (the words we 

understand and use) is essential for supporting a child in their reading, learning and social 

skills.  

For early word learners, we can support vocabulary by labelling words during play or shared 

book reading, making clear links between an object, picture and the spoken word/symbol (if 

using AAC). If your child already uses single words to label, introduce verbs (doing words) or 

adjectives (describing words) to extend the language they already have. 

e.g. “ball” (point to symbol/AAC device)/ “let’s kick the ball” / “it’s a red ball”.  

We best learn new words by experiencing them lots of times, in lots of contexts, and in a 

multisensory way. This word map shows how we can look at a word in lots of different ways 

(deep learning), to help a child remember it and use it in their own language.   

We can support vocabulary development by: 

• Sharing books together. 

• Asking teachers what words children are focusing on in school, to reinforce at home. 

• Being ‘curious’ together about words. Talk about new words in your everyday life and link 

to ones they already know. This might be when watching TV, during mealtimes or when out 

and about.  

• Playing word games. Good games include: Pictionary, 5 Second 

Rule, Headbandz, I-Spy, Pass the Bomb. 

e.g. Headbandz – everyone wears a headband with a picture or a 

word. Others have to describe your picture “It’s a type of plant, it lives 

in the desert, it is green, it has spikey leaves = cactus”.  

  You can use a visual to help structure your 

description. 
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