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Blank Level Questioning 

Blank Level Questioning is based on the work of Blank, Rose & Berlin (1978), who looked at 

the development of verbal reasoning and abstract language. 

All students at Crowdys are screened and given a ‘Blank Level’ – the level at which they can 

understand and respond to questions. Staff then pitch their questioning at the level 

appropriate to the child, and scaffold or support them to answer more complex questions.  

 

Levels 1 – 2 relate more to what you can see whereas levels 3 – 4 rely more on thinking and 

reasoning. 

How can I support blank level questioning at home? 

• Comment on what your child sees or does. Aim to give more comments than 

questions. 

• Ask your child questions at the level they understand independently (your teacher or 

SaLT can provide this information 

• Model answers to more difficult questions and explain your thinking e.g. feelings, 

definitions. “I think she’s feeling sad because she fell over and hurt herself”. 

• Reword abstract questions, especially if dysregulated e.g. instead of “why did you hit 

your brother?” (level 4) ask “what happened?” (level 3) or state clearly “you hit your 

brother. He made you cross” (level 2). 

• Avoid using negatives if working at a blank level 1 or 2 (e.g. say “walk please” 

instead of “don’t run!” 

• Use a blank levels bookmark when reading, to pitch your questions to the right level 

(fold back-to-back the level your child is working at, and the next level up to model 

answers)  
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