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Purpose 
 

This policy sets out the circumstances under which the school may make charges to parents/carers, 
and when charges may be remitted. It ensures compliance with the Education Act 1996 and DfE 
guidance on Charging for School Activities. The policy reflects the school’s commitment to equity, 
inclusion, and the specific needs of pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 
 
Principles 
 
Education during school hours is free of charge. 
 
No pupil will be excluded from an activity because their family is unable or unwilling to pay. 
 
The school will ensure that financial considerations do not create barriers to participation. 
 
Voluntary contributions may be requested to enhance provision, but non-payment will not result in a 
child being treated differently. 
 
Activities for Which Charges May Be Made 
 
Charges may be made for the following, where permitted by law: 
 
Board and Lodging on Residential Trips 
A charge may be made for the board and lodging element of residential visits. 
Families eligible for remissions (see Section 6) will not be charged. 
 
Activities Outside School Hours 
Charges may be made for optional activities that take place wholly or mainly outside school hours, 
where these are not part of the National Curriculum, statutory RE, or required for a public examination. 
 
Individual or Small Group Instrumental Tuition 
Charges may apply for music tuition not required as part of the National Curriculum, unless the pupil 
is eligible for remission. 
 
Transport 
Transport provided outside the statutory home-to-school transport duty may be chargeable. 
Transport arranged by the school for optional activities may also be charged. 
 
Materials for Practical Subjects 
Where parents/carers wish to own the finished product (e.g., DT, art, food technology), the school may 
charge for materials or ingredients. 
 
Damage or Loss 
The school may request payment for wilful or negligent damage to school property or equipment. 
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Voluntary Contributions 
 
The school may request voluntary contributions for activities such as: 

• Educational visits 
• Visiting performers or workshops 
• Additional curriculum enhancements 
•  

Non-payment will not prevent a pupil from taking part, but activities may be cancelled if insufficient 
contributions are received to make them viable. 
 
Activities for Which Charges Cannot Be Made 
 
The school cannot charge for: 

• Admission to the school 
• Education during school hours 
• Materials, books, or equipment needed for education during school hours 
• Activities required as part of the National Curriculum 
• Entry for prescribed public examinations 
• Transport provided by the local authority to fulfil its statutory duties 
• Instrumental tuition for Looked After Children (LAC) 

 
Remissions 
 
The school will remit charges for: 

• Board and lodging on residential visits for pupils whose families receive: 
• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax Credit) and with income below the HMRC threshold 
• Universal Credit (where income criteria are met) 
• Additional remissions may be offered at the Headteacher’s discretion, particularly where 

financial hardship would disadvantage a pupil. 
• The school may use Pupil Premium, LA hardship funds, or charitable grants to support access. 

 
Further Considerations 
 
Given the nature of a special school, the following principles apply 

• No child will be excluded from an activity because they require additional staffing, equipment, 
or specialist support. 

• Any additional costs arising from a pupil’s SEND needs (e.g., 1:1 support on trips, specialist 
equipment, adapted transport) will not be passed to parents/carers. 

• The school will ensure that activities are accessible, risk-assessed, and appropriately staffed. 
 
Refunds 
 
Refunds will be issued when: 

• An activity is cancelled 
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• A pupil is unable to attend due to medical reasons 
• The school makes a surplus of more than a minimal amount per pupil 

 
Refunds will be made to the original payer. 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
The Governing Board will review this policy annually. 
 
The Headteacher will ensure compliance and report any concerns to governors. 
 
The policy will be published on the school website and made available in accessible formats on 
request. 
 


