ACTING HEAD TEACHERS COMMENT

\

Dear Parents/Carers

As we come to the end of another busy and rewarding term, | want to take a moment to reflect on the many achievements and
memorable moments we've shared as a school community.

This term has been packed with activity, energy, and enthusiasm. Our sports days were a particular highlight—full of team spirit,
determination, and plenty of sunshine! It was wonderful to see students across all year groups giving their best and cheering each
other on. A huge thank you to the staff and families who supported these events and helped make them such a success.

Our Sixth Form students have also had an exciting term, especially those involved in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Their
commitment, resilience, and teamwork during their expeditions and volunteering projects have been truly inspiring. These
experiences not only build character but also create lasting memories and friendships.

We were also thrilled to host Crowdys Got Talent, which once again showcased the incredible creativity and confidence of our
students. From singers and dancers to magicians and comedians, the talent on display was simply outstanding. It was a joy to see
our school community come together to celebrate each other’s gifts in such a supportive and fun atmosphere.

Another standout event was our Summer Music Festival, which filled the school with rhythm, harmony, and joy. Our student musicians
and performers put on a fantastic show, and it was a wonderful reminder of the power of music to bring people together.

| am incredibly proud of all our students for their hard work and dedication this term. Whether in the classroom, on the sports field, or
through extracurricular activities, they have shown great perseverance and a positive attitude. It's been a pleasure to see them grow
in confidence and capability.

As we look ahead to September, many of our students will be preparing to move into new year groups, and some will be starting
exciting new chapters in their education. We are already looking forward to welcoming everyone back and continuing our journey
together.

Until then, | wish all our students, families, and staff a restful and joyful summer break.

Take time to relax, recharge, and enjoy the sunshine.

Mrs Hibbard
Acting Head

Upcoming Dates

24 July - Term 6 ends for all students
2025-2026
1 September - School closed for staff training
2 September - school closed for staff training
3 September - Term 1 starts for all students
25 September - School photographer to take individual photos
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As we wrap up another fantastic school year, it's
the perfect time to reflect on the amazing journey
our wonderful class, 7B, has had. The children have
grown in leaps and bounds, both academically
and personally, making every day a unique
adventure!

This year, our focus was on embracing new
learning experiences and building friendships. We
explored various subjects across the curriculum
using lots of practical and hands-on methods.
From sensory trays that sparked curiosity to
exciting physical experiments, our classroom was
always buzzing with activity and discovery.

In English and maths, the children worked
exceptionally hard to develop their core skills.
Through focused learning and determination, they
made impressive progress, all while having fun
along the way. Their efforts are truly
commendable, and we are so proud of how they
have grown!

Of course, it wasn't all work and no play. This year,
we enjoyed some great fun events together. A
cinema trip was a delightful treat, sparking
imaginations and providing lots of giggles. Our
Easter egg hunt was filled with excitement and
competitiveness! 7B were exceptional on Sports
Day with great team spirit.

We are thrilled to share that 7B won the Winterfest
with their creative and innovative ideas,
showcasing the talent within our group.
Additionally, we stood proudly as runners-up in the
Summer Careers Fest, a testament to the
enthusiasm and hard work of each pupil.

As teachers, it is heartwarming to see the bonds
that have formed within this vibrant group of
young learners. The friendships made and the
teamwork demonstrated have been truly inspiring.
Thank you, parents, for your continued support and
for being such a vital part of our school
community. We're excited to see the incredible
achievements awaiting your children in the coming
years.

[
10B have had a really great year.

COB for their hard work this year!

We began with a trip to the Institute of
Science and Technology after winning a
careers competition. We also made pizza in
the | Can & | Am bus which was brilliant fun
and they tasted delicious too! Through autumn
and into winter, lots of learning took place in
lessons such as how climate change affects
us, how Scrooge feels in A Christmas Carol
and how to tesselate 2D shapes.

At the start of 2025, we continued working
towards our ASDAN qualification, completing
challenges such as looking after our mental
health, putting rubbish into correct recycling
bins and organising a Mother’s Day Sale. As
we head to the summer holidays, Miss Bartlett
wants to say thank you and well done to all of
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8T

11B

8T have had a brilliant year, they have grown in
confidence, independence and maturity, and we
couldn’t be prouder. This year has brought lots of
change, with different classrooms, new class
members and changing routines, but 8T have
embraced it all with resilience and positivity. We
have loved getting out and about, using public
transport to get around and exploring new places
with growing independence. We were especially
proud of the fantastic film 8T made all about
Swindon for our careers project. Their creativity,
teamwork and effort really paid off, and they won
the competition! Everyone has shown brilliant
engagement this year. Whether we've been
learning about fantasy stories, money or the
Middle Ages, 8T have tackled each topic with
curiosity and focus. Science has been a big hit
with 8T, they have loved getting hands-on with
experiments and investigations, particularly using
Bunsen burners. 8T have loved forest school and
getting outside has been the highlight of their
week for term 5 and 6. As always, sport has been a
firm favourite this year! Whether it's been playing
football at every opportunity, seizing chances to
get outside, or giving their all on sports day, 8T
have thrown themselves into it with fantastic
energy, and we had lots of well-deserved
champions to celebrate! Well done 8T for another
amazing year! Wishing you a wonderful summer
break, have fun, and get ready for Year 9!

( )
Another busy year filled with learning experiences

has come to an end and 11B are moving on to Sixth
form in September. They have been a wonderful
tutor group and will take so many fabulous
memories with them. This year we have been
scientists, mathematicians, tour operators,
restaurant employees and performers to name just
a few. We have experimented, exercised,
calculated, organised, socialised, researched and
recorded, all with enthusiasm and growing

resilience.




Galaxy
Class

Galaxy Class has had a fantastic year so far,
filled with creativity, exploration, and joyful
learning. The children have thoroughly enjoyed
a wide range of sensory play experiences,
including edible sensory activities that have
delighted their senses and encouraged
curiosity. Weekly cooking sessions have been a
highlight, with everyone getting involved in
mixing, pouring, and exploring different
textures and smells. These hands-on
experiences have not only supported fine
motor skills but also built confidence and
independence. Attention Autism sessions have
sparked excitement and focus, while colourful
semantics has helped the children build
sentences and express themselves more
clearly. Sharing books and engaging in
sensory stories have brought stories to life,
making literacy a truly immersive experience.
In maths, Galaxy Class has been busy
exploring numbers, money and 2D shapes
through a variety of engaging activities.
Whether sorting, matching, or creating with
shapes, the children have shown great
enthusiasm and growing understanding.
They've also been developing important social
skills by sharing space and resources, learning
to take turns and work together. These
moments of collaboration have helped build
strong relationships and a sense of community
within the class. Well done to all of Galaxy
Class—you have been amazing, and your hard
work and joyful spirit have made this year truly

speciall

Star
Class

Star Class Shines Bright This Year!
As the school year comes to a close, we're

reflecting on what a fantastic journey it's been in
Star Class! Our young learners have had a brilliant
year full of discovery, growth, and joyful moments.
One of our highlights was a successful trip to the
shops, where the children explored the local
community, practiced using money, and learned
about the different roles people play in our
community. It was a wonderful hands-on
experience that brought our learning to life!

We've also made the most of our new outdoor
area, which has become a favourite space for
play, exploration, and learning. Whether it's
splashing in the water, climbing or simply enjoying
the fresh air, the children have thrived in this
exciting environment. Inside the classroom, we've
made great strides in our early reading skills.
Through phonics, picture books, and lots of shared
reading time, our learners have grown in
confidence and curiosity. We've especially loved
our sensory stories, which brought tales to life
through our senses-making reading a truly magical
experience.

lt's been a year full of laughter, learning, and
friendship. We're so proud of everything Star Class
has achieved and can’t wait to see what
adventures head our way!




9L

This year, 9L have had an amazing time exploring a
wide range of exciting topics and experiences. In
their project lessons, they've delved into the
fascinating continent of Africa, learning all about
its diverse cultures and the incredible legacy of
Nelson Mandela. A particularly exciting moment
was when they had the opportunity to look at and
hold different African animals, making their
learning truly hands-on and memorable. They've
also had great fun discovering how transport has
evolved over time and exploring the wonders of
Ancient Egypt. Forest School has been a particular
highlight, where the students have loved
connecting with nature, building confidence, and
developing teamwork skills in the great outdoors.
As their tutor, | am incredibly proud of everything
9L has accomplished this year. It has been a joy to
watch them develop their social skills, supporting
and encouraging one another as they learn. In
maths, they've worked hard to develop their skills
with the four operations, becoming more confident
and accurate problem-solvers. Art lessons have
been another favourite, where the students have
truly impressed with their dedication to improving
their sketching techniques and creating beautiful
sculptures. These creative projects have
showcased their enthusiasm, making this year a
truly memorable one for everyone involved.

8G

What another amazing year where we have
witnessed great progress from everyone in the
tutor group. We have been busy in English with
reading , comprehensions and sentence writing;
they all loved listening to "The Creakers", by Tom
Fletcher. The most progress we have seen is in
Maths where number work is becoming a strength
and they have enjoyed working on a display called
" Array City"" to start to develop an understanding
of multiplication. In Project we have once again
made the subject content into practical activities
such as making the planets from our Solar System,
World Map display of the 7 continents, Mexican
Food Tasting, map reading and using Google
Earth. The highlight was winning the school tutor
group competition on Influential Women, where we
made a life-size collage of Queen Elizabeth II!!
See pic) In Science we have looked at electricity,
states of matter, classifying vertebrates and
looking at animal habitats, the body and muscular
system as well as the effects of gravity. The pupils
have enjoyed the practical elements and taking
part in experiments - especially the water ones!
Careers weeks saw us create a stall and items to
sell at Winter-Fest as well as creating a 5 minute
video interviewing the Headteacher along with
some other characters such as "Willy Wonka,
Farmer Franks, Voldemort and Alan Sugar"! They
have dressed up for aspirations day and world
book day. The summer term has also seen the
introduction of Forest School , which has been a
massive hit! We have had a fabulous year and
everyone should be pleased with their efforts! Uno
has been a highlight too......nearly everyone loves a

game of Uno!!
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\ Julias House

This term, Crowdy’s Hill School took part in the above
activity to raise funds to support Julia’s House. Julia’s
House is not a typical children’s hospice. They provide
practical and emotional support for families caring for
a child with a life-limiting or life-threatening
condition, providing frequent and regular support in
their own homes, in the community or at one of their
hospices. As some of our own students have attended
Julia’s House, the school wanted to join in with the fun.
Students took part in a non school uniform day and
were also encouraged to bring their teddy to school.

The event was such a great success with many
students and staff joining in. Whilst | was busy taking
the photos of our students and staff with their teddy’s,
it was lovely to hear all the stories about their special
teddy companions and to understand why their teddy
was so special to them.

Through the support of our amazing students the event
was a great success and we were able to raise a
fantastic £137 for the charity.

Sunshine Class

hat an incredible year it's been in Sunshine Class!
From making snow angels in November to enjoying
ater fights in the June sunshine, we've truly made
he most of every moment. In Maths, we've been
busy strengthening our number skills by counting all
orts of objects and singing some of our favourite
number songs. In English, we've explored a range of
lovely stories, including Stick Man, Farmer Duck, and
Funnybones. We've loved bringing these tales to life
hrough sensory storytelling and imaginative role
play. In Science, one of our highlights was hunting
or minibeasts around the school. We loved looking
t them closely under the magnifying glass!

unshine Class, you have all been amazing this

ear. I'm so proud of everything you've achieved—

hat a fantastic adventure we've had together! )




8L
© 2" 8L’s Out-of-This-World Year at Crowdys Hill
School! & ©

What a fantastic year it has been for the brilliant
students in 8L! From exploring the globe to launching
rockets into space, the class has worked incredibly hard
and achieved so much.

This year, students journeyed "Around the World",
learning about different continents and cultures. A
highlight was celebrating St. Patrick’s Day, where they
explored Irish traditions and had lots of fun along the
way. A complete contrast to the celebrations of the
Mexicans and the festival Dia de Muertos, (Day of the
Dead). From there, they rocketed into the Space Race,
diving into the wonders of our universe. They discovered
the planets, the Sun and Moon, and how these celestial
bodies affect our daily lives. Their curiosity and
enthusiasm were truly out of this world!

In English, students have been writing descriptive
passages using fantastic vocabulary, and they've also
learned how to read and write clear instructions—skills
that will help them in all areas of life. Maths has been
full of practical learning, including measuring, weighing,
counting, and working on times tables and division. The
progress made has been amazing! In Science, the class
has been amazed by exciting experiments, culminating
in the thrilling launch of rockets into “space”! The
excitement and teamwork during these sessions were a
joy to see.

A tavourite part of the week has been Forest School,
where students have had the chance to shine in a
natural setting. These sessions have allowed staff to see
a different, wonderful side to each student.

Beyond the classroom, 8L has made huge strides in
developing their social skills and independence. Staff
are incredibly proud of how each student has grown in
confidence and maturity.

To all our fantastic students in 8L: have a well-earned,
relaxing summer break. We can't wait to welcome you
back in September for another exciting chapter.

Moonlight Class

What a fantastic year it has been in Moonlight
Class! We have thoroughly enjoyed visiting the
farm—feeding the animals, helping clean their
homes, and learning how to care for them.

In PE, we moved like different animals, explored
the gym, and had so much fun with Freeze
Dances. Sports Day was a real highlight, with
everyone giving their all in every race and
showing brilliant support for our peers.

Our love of reading grew as we explored many
new books, with Tinga Tinga Tales becoming
class favourites. In Maths, we explored time, 2D
and 3D shapes, and practiced addition,
subtraction, doubling and sharing through
hands-on activities.

In Music, we especially enjoyed learning how to
strum the ukulele in time to the music. In Science,
we explored light and sound, plants, electricity,
and the seasons. PSHE helped us think about how:
to stay safe, healthy, and happy.

Our Project lessons took us on a journey around
the world, learning about places close to home
and far away. We also explored our personal
histories and how technology has changed over
time.

It's been a joyful, busy, and inspiring year. We're
so proud of Moonlight Class and all they've

achieved!




10D

| hope this newsletter finds you all well and you are
enjoying the warmer weather. We have had a
fantastic year here in 10D, and | wanted to take a
moment to share some of the wonderful
experiences we have been involved in this year.

Class 10D has been buzzing with activity! Our
students have been working extremely hard, and
their progress is truly something to celebrate. We've
explored new topics, developed our life skills and
worked on building relationships with other
members of 10D and other students at Crowdys Hill
School.

A few highlights of our year included litter picking,
traffic surveys and learning to use irons and
washing machines. We also went on a few trips,
including:

Trip to the Cinema

Early in the year, we had an exciting trip to the
local cinema. It was a fantastic opportunity for the
students to relax and enjoy a film together, sparking
great discussions afterwards.

Visit to the Outlet Centre

Our trip to the Outlet Centre was a hit! Students
had the chance to practice the life skills of
following routes and directions, other map skills,
learning about the historical elements of Swindon's
Railway past and using money to buy snacks, all
while exploring the shops with their friends.
Afternoon at Brew Book Cafe

We developed our money handling skills again with
a delightful visit to Brew Book Cafe, where students
enjoyed some tasty treats and delved into a variety
of books. It's always wonderful to see their love for
reading grow!

We are all ready now for the school holidays and
coming back fresh to start Y11.

Planets Class

Planets Class have had a fantastic year filled with
curiosity, creativity, and connection! From sensory
stories like Peace at Last and Elmer to our outdoor
adventures, every child has explored the world in
their own way.

We've built deep dark woods, splashed through
muddy puddles, and discovered new ways to
express our feelings using signs, symbols, and
smiles. The children have grown in confidence,
independence, and communication, it's been a joy
to watch them shine.

Highlights this year included our amazing cooking
sessions and messy play - we're sure you could tell
whenever the children especially enjoyed those!
Whether dancing to our favourite songs, exploring
new and interesting textures, or sharing giggles
during dough disco, every moment has been a step
forward.

Thank you to all our families for your support, and to
our incredible team for making each day

meaningful, nurturing, and above all, fun.




Sixth Form
PGL

Group B

Sixth Form Students Embrace Adventure
at Little Canada PGL

Our Sixth Form students embarked on an
unforgettable residential trip to Little Canada
PGL on the Isle of Wight.

From the moment they arrived, students were
immersed in a packed schedule of activities
designed to challenge, inspire, and entertain.
Highlights included Axe throwing, kayaking,
vertical challenge, and the ever-popular giant
swing. Each activity encouraged students to
step out of their comfort zones, support one

another, and develop resilience and confidence.

Evenings were just as lively, with campfires,
quizzes, and team challenges fostering a strong
sense of camaraderie and school spirit. The trip
also offered valuable opportunities for students
to develop leadership skills and strengthen
friendships in a relaxed, outdoor setting.
Reflecting on the experience, many students
described the trip as a highlight of their Sixth
Form journey so far. One student shared, “it was
like a dream come true, | don’t want to leave”
Staff accompanying the trip praised the
students for their enthusiasm, maturity, and
willingness to engage fully with every challenge.

There were so many positive comments from the
staff at PGL about the behaviour and
engagement of our Sixth Form Students. We are

Group B have had an action packed year, with
a focus on developing their independence in a
range of real life environments. We have
enjoyed shopping in our local Home Bargains
and ordering drinks in their café. We have
been preparing breakfast, lunch and hot drinks
at college, while practising how to use
different kitchen equipment safely. Our
Careers lessons have taken place out and
about as much as possible, by visiting
workplaces such as the Outlet Village and
Train station.

We spent several days during our last term
going on day trips and community days. We
visited the Oxford Natural History Museum,
Wake the Tiger and Beale Wildlife Park. Group
A joined us for days out in Lydiard Park and
Coate Water. The splash park there was
particularly fun, and lots of us got quite wet.
We were sad to say goodbye to our Year 14
leavers, Joshua and Erin, but we wish them luck

for their future.
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Cosmic Class

As the summer term comes to a close, Cosmic
Class has had a fantastic time filled with
sunshine, laughter, and learning! To beat the
heat, the children have absolutely loved keeping
cool with water play. From splash games to
creative water-based activities, it's been a
refreshing way to enjoy the outdoors while
staying active and having fun. One of the biggest
highlights has been exploring our brand-new
playground. The children have embraced the new
equipment with enthusiasm, challenging
themselves physically and creating imaginative
games with friends. It's been wonderful to see
their confidence and creativity shine. The children
have enjoyed building dens, discovering mini-
beasts, and learning about nature through hands-
on exploration in Forest school. These sessions
have helped build resilience, teamwork, and a
love for the outdoors. Swimming lessons have
also been a big success. The children have made
great progress in the pool, growing in confidence
and developing important water safety skills.
Year 6 children, were lucky enough to have an
unforgettable trip to Chessington World of
Adventures! It was a well-earned celebration of
their time at primary school, filled with thrilling
rides, animal encounters, and lots of laughter.
We're incredibly proud of them and wish them all
the best as they move on to their next chapter.
Thank you to all our families for your continued
support this term. We've had a wonderful time
together and look forward to more adventures in
the new school year.

Have a safe, sunny, and restful summer break!

Farm Donation

We have been incredibly lucky to receive a
generous donation of £100 from Teacher
Active for animal feed. This thoughttul
contribution will help us to care for our
animals on the farm.

10F

10F have had a fantastic fun filled year. They
have enjoyed trips out in the local
community as a part of their ASDAN course
which they started at the beginning of year
10.

They were proud runners up in the Careers
Challenge and produced a well edited video
about Swindon. In December they watched
Cinderella at the Wyvern, which really got
them in a festive mood when they designed
products to sell for the Christmas Fayre.

10F have demonstrated amazing teamwork
this year and are looking forward to year 11
with enthusiasm.



8A

( )
8A have had an incredible year building

friendships and sharing some amazing learning
experiences. We've been swimming, ventured info
Forest School, took a trip to the police station,
enjoyed food tasting and explored loads of
experiments in science. We've had some amazing
opportunities to put all our independent life skills
into practice in fun and practical ways.

Let's not forget all the hard work they have put in
with their classroom learning. | have a class of
linguistic superstars - all of them creating some
amazing written work throughout the year for
English, particularly when it comes to description
and writing stories. It has been a fantastic year,
with progress coming in all shapes and sizes.

Looking forward to another year of fun!
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Mr. Marvell and Mrs. Curtis have really enjoyed
being tutors for 9M this year, watching the
children grow over the year in so many ways. We
welcome Mrs. New as tutor on Mondays and

Tuesdays from the start of the new school year in
September.

We have had a few highlights, such as our cinema
visit in November, Jonathan's Jungle Roadshow in
the Spring, orienteering at Lydiard and Coate
Water, and then our visit to the Ashmolean
Museum and the end of term picnic at Lydiard.

We have all - and | mean staff as well - thoroughly
enjoyed Forest School every Wednesday morning
in Terms 5 and 6 - a big thank you to Mrs.
Hackney!

Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable summer
\breok - Mr. Marvell and Mrs. Curtis
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As we say Goodbye to 1IM | wanted to recap on

what a truly fantastic tutor group they are. Each
and every one of them are amazing, unique and
brilliant individuals. | have enjoyed every minute of
working with each and every one of you and will
miss you all. Over the last two years we have had
so many opportunities to laugh together, and to
grow together as a tutor group. Our trip to the
Cotswold Wildlife Park highlighted how mature
you all were and how well you all represented
both yourselves and our school. My highlight of
the day was watching all of you having fun in the
play park, and having the opportunity to just be
you. Our next adventure this term was bowling.
What a competitive lot you all are. | did hope that
you would feel sorry for me and let me win, but
that definitely didn't happen. Once again, every
member of staff was so proud of how you all
acted. Finally, seeing all your pictures on the last
day, some showing you look so much younger, and
others showing the comradery and fun
relationships you all have with each other was a
great way to end your time at Crowdys. It has
been my absolute pleasure being your tutor, and |
wish you all the best for the future. | know that
with your can do attitudes and your amazing
personalities you are all going to succeed in your
future adventure. Always remember - keep being

This term, 8C have thoroughly enjoyed their
time in Forest School, embracing the outdoors
with enthusiasm and curiosity. Each session
has been filled with excitement as we've
explored the natural world around us. From
squelching through mud to creating beautiful
art using leaves, twigs, and stones, we've
discovered how nature can be both a
playground and a classroom. The forest has
become a space where learning feels like an
adventure, and every corner holds something
new to uncover.

We've delved into fascinating topics like birds,
animals and their habitats, and even learned
to identify animal footprints. Our exploration
of minibeasts sparked lots of interest and
wonder - we even made our teacher be brave
and hold a worm! Whether we were building
dens, spotting birds, or simply enjoying the
peacefulness of the trees, Forest School has
given us a chance to connect with nature and
each other in meaningful ways. It's been a
term full of discovery, creativity, and fun!

~N

\you because you are all awesome. )




Attendance
Update

Welcome to the second attendance update of the 24-25 academic year. As part of our
commitment to learning for life, Crowdys Hill School are monitoring attendance for students below
96% attendance across the school setting.

Our school attendance for Term 4 is as follows:

(Whole School \ ( )

Attendance At present we are significantly behind our goal of achieving a 96%
attendance rate. In term 6 staff will be identifying the pupils and

Term 5: families that may need additional support to increase their time in
school. In order to make this as effective as possible you may be

Whole School: 90.5% contacted to set up an attendance plan in Term 1 of the next
academic year.

Primary: 93 % If you feel that you or your child may benefit from support please
reach out to your child's tutor in the first instance.

Secondary: 90.5% \ J

Sixth Form: 87.9%

N /

Our attendance ladder shows the impacts that poor attendance can have on a child’s schooling.

‘s my child well enough to come to school? )

Attendance Ladder

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep
your child off school when they're unwell. If your
child becomes unwell at school we will contact
you.

If you do keep your child at home, it's important
to contact the school every day they remain
unwell via the Reach More Parents app in the
first instance. Alternatively, please telephone
01793 332400 and let us know that your child
won't be in and the reason why.

If your child is well enough to go to school but
has an infection that could be passed on, such
as a cold or head lice, please let their teacher
know. There are 2 sessions in a school day so if
your child feels better, they can come to school

C i .
grcoanine in the afternoon.
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The following link provides good advice on a

range of illnesses: https://www.nhs.uk/live-
well/is=my-child-too-ill-for-school/

- J
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e SEND Sharing Service- Our lending library which allows
families access to SEND related books, sensory toys,
practical physiotherapy tools, SEND pushchairs and
much more. For a yearly fee of just £3 families can
access a whole library of useful and fun items! We also
offer a free collection and delivery service for items
borrowed. The SEND Sharing service has proven itself to
be an invaluable SEND Community resource.

SEND Information Packs- Each year we create
information packs for Reception age Children who are
identified as having additional needs (no diagnosis
required) by their Educational/Childcare setting to
help Parents and Carers navigate this time of
transition. We reach out to schools, nurseries and
home educators to help provide information with a
personal touch. A gift from our family to yours.

¢ The SEND Room- Bringing Parents together through
our online Facebook Community of over 2,500 parents
and carers of children and young people with SEND in
Swindon.

SURIRPOIRT

e Phoneline- Our phoneline is available to parents and
carers who might need a listening ear, an extra boost of
courage or some much needed emotional support for
those tricky days. As parents of SEND children
ourselves we understand how difficult the journey can
be. One of our experienced team members is there to
give parents and carers their time and support.

e Branches- Our support group Branches runs on a
monthly basis and alternates between evenings and
the day time. We have guest speakers such as
professionals who can provide important up-to-date
information about local SEND services and experts in
various SEND related topics such as Challenging
Behaviour, Autism, Anxiety, Toileting and Sex and
Relationships for SEND Teens. The group also allows
parents and carers to connect with each other and
with The SEND Families Voice Representatives.

e Meeting Support Service- We are able to provide in
person support at meetings to local SEND Families.
Meetings such as Team Around the Child (TAC),
Community Paediatrics appointments, School
Attendance Meetings etc. At each meeting we will type
up a set of notes and offer genuine emotional support,
as we know from personal experience that these
meetings can be overwhelming.

To join our mailing list
please scan the QR code

Swindon SEND
Families Voice

CONNECTION

e Breakfast Catch Ups- Parent Carers tell us that one of
the best forms of support they access is solid, strong
connections to other SEND Families going through
similar lived experiences. No child with SEND is ever
the same, but parent carers often find common
ground. Our regular half -termly Breakfast catch up is
an opportunity for carers to chat, socialise and come
together for a couple of hours of good company.

* Coffee Mornings, Stay and Play and Social Club Sessions-
We support Families through our regular Coffee Mornings
at Local Primary and Secondary Schools, Nurseries and
through connecting with Local Community groups and
projects that support families. We also run Stay and Play
sessions for children under 5 and a Social Club for young
people aged 13 - 25. These services provide a more
informal and relaxed approach that allows parents to
access face to face support whilst connecting with other
SEND families.

VOICES

Strategic Meetings and Co-production- One of Swindon SEND
Families Voice key roles behind the scenes is championing
parent carers voices through the co-production that we take
part in everyday with our strategic partners. These include
Social Care, Health, Libraries, Community Groups and
Projects, Education and other Council Departments such as
the Travel team. Through this collaborative working we can
spread and share important information. We work hard to
improve the lived experiences of SEND families in Swindon by
sharing their views and experiences with key stakeholders to
effect positive change. We attend on average anywhere
between 50 and 70 meetings a month making sure that SEND |
is always at the heart of planning and development of these
vital public services and that parent carer voices are always
heard.

Reshaping Conversations- is our ongoing project looking to
influence and improve the language of professionals and the
wider public when talking to or about children and young
people with SEND. We want to make Swindon (and the world!)|
a much more inclusive environment that allows SEND families|
to feel valued. We have teamed up with other local SEND
groups to put together a website, booklet, video and training
module. Our training module has now been taken up by
Swindon Borough Council and local Health Services and has
been used as mandatory training. We aim to keep the project |
going and keep reshaping even more conversations.
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Swindon SEND Families Voice

Swindon SEND Families Voice are the parent carer forum for Swindon.
We provide support and signposting to parents and carers of Children
or Young People with SEND and additional needs aged from 0-25
(with or without a diagnosis).

SEND Meeting Support Service:
sendmeetingservice.ssfv@outlook.com

SEND Sharing Service:
sendsharingservice.ssfv@outlook.com

The SEND Room:
Find us on Facebook search: SEND Room Swindon

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheSENDRoom/

Branches Support Group:
Follow our main Facebook Page for event posters and information:

https://www.facebook.com/SwindonSENDfamiliesvoice/

SEND Social Club:
sendsocialclub.ssfv@outlook.com

SEND Stay and Play:
sendstayandplay.ssfv@outlook.com

Reshaping Conversations:

https://reshapingconversations.com/

Listening Service Phoneline:
To speak to a member of the team please call;
07486 873 405

Main Email:
swindonsendfamiliesvoice@outlook.com

Website:
https://swindonsendfamiliesvoice.org.uk/

b, Swindon SEND
Families Volce
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The SEND Room is an online Facebook support
group for parents and carers of children and
young people aged 0-25 In Swindon who have any
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.

«  Aplace to support one another
«  Aplace to meet others who understand

+  Aplace Lo share Information
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SEND SOCIAL CLUBI

For young people aged 13-25 years with SEND
FREE to attend!
Emall: k.com to book a place
b

Please email for upcoming dates and the venue or visit our
Facebook page - Swindon SENO Families Volce bt
Parents and carers ore  for their

for the session
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SUPPORT GROUP

For children aged 0-5 years with SEND

Emall: dstay
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Inspiring change through



% Swindon and Gloucestershire

Youth Community

Wednesdays 2:30pm-3:30pm
The Junction, Town Hall, Regent Circus, SN11QF

If you are aged 16-25 and looking
for support with your mental
health and wellbeing, we are here

How to Access Our Service:

If you are interested in joining the
to help. group, you will need to register

: with S&G Mind. Please call 01793
Join the young person's group for 547150 or visit www.sgmind.org.uk

activities like arts and crafts, orrmoreinformation:
mindful coloring, pebble painting,
and games on a weekly basis.
Sessions alternate between
arts/crafts and games, with one
drop-in session.

Service provided by: Swindon and Gloucestershire Mind in partnership with Swindon Borough Council
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