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Early Years Screen Use Update

The Department for Education has published

screen use guidance for early years settings on the
Help for early years providers website. This builds

on the guidance for parents published in March
2026. The guidance is aimed at nurseries,
childminders and pre-school settings, but may also
be useful for Reception year.

The guidance emphasises that screen use should
be limited, purposeful and carefully planned, with
interactive, screen-free activities preferred
wherever possible. For children under two, screen
time should generally be avoided, while for children
aged two to five it should be limited to up to one
hour a day, less if possible. Settings are
encouraged to work closely with parents and carers
to promote healthy, balanced screen use.

Contact the SEND Service
Call the SEND Service on 01793 464641

Lines are open Monday to Thursday
9am-5pm and 9am-4.30pm on Friday.

Alternatively, you can email

SENDService@swindon.gov.uk

For more information, please visit the
= .
-~ Meet the SEND Service page on the

Local Offer -

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20208/what_is_the_loca W&

|_offer/1462/meet_the_send_service

SUPPORT GROUP

For children aged 0-5 years with SEND

Email: sendstayandplay.ssfv@outlook.com to book a place
When: Every Thursday; 10:00 - 12:00
Where: The Meadow, Leigh Road, Swindon, SN2 5DE

Please note parents and carers are responsible for theirchildren whilst attending

%’COMMUNITY
FUND

SEND Stay & Play Support Group

For Children aged 0-5 with SEND

Every Thursday 10am-12pm at The Meadow, Leigh
Road, Swindon SN2 5DE

Please note parents/ carers are responsible for their

young people and are expected to stay for the session

Working or volunteering in regulated activity with
children

The Department for Education has published guidance
for schools, colleges and childcare settings to help them
comply with changes to regulated activity from 1
September 2026. These changes, introduced by the
Crime and Policing Act 2026, remove the previous
‘supervision exemption’. This means volunteers who
regularly teach, train, instruct, care for or supervise
children may now be classed as undertaking regulated
activity, even when supervised by another member of
staff.

Volunteers undertaking regulated activity will need an
enhanced DBS check. This includes volunteers carrying
out relevant activities on more than three days in a 30-
day period or overnight. Settings should review volunteer
arrangements and ensure necessary checks are
completed before the changes take effect. Occasional
volunteers, such as parents helping at a one-off school
event or day trip, will generally not be affected.

To find out more click here

@0 Check out our useful bite-sized
& videos on the Local Offer YouTube channel.

https://www.youtube.com/@swindonlocaloffer5364

Subscribe for free and give your feedback.
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Swindon and Gloucester Mind events

] ] Neuro-Inclusive Social Group
@Mn&. Swindon and Gloucestershire
o:‘ - ) Neuro-Inclusive Social Group for ages 18+

Neuro-Inclusive

Mondays 11am-12:30pm and Thursdays 1-2:30pm.

The Junction, Town Hall, Regent Circus, SN1 1QF
Social Group

This group is open for those awaiting assessment or

Mondays, 1lam - 12:30pm

Thursdays, Ipm - 2:30pm d|agnOS|S of NeUrOdlvergence.
The Junction, Town Hall, Regent Circus, SN11QF

A welcoming, calm space fer . .

neuradivergent people to connect, How to Access Our Bervics U pCOm | ng .

exprass themselves, and enjoy T e a el or iy Fathar

shared activitios at their own pace. information, please call 01793

e Supporting unexpected change
o Alexithymia and emotional blindness
o Supporting distressed behaviours

To book your ticket click here:

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/swindon-and-gloucestershire-
mind-autism-service-111015570041

Service provided by: Swinden and Gloucestarahire Mind in partrership with Swirden Borough Courell

Youth Community Group

A Youth Community Group is held biweekly on Mondays, from 4:30-6:00pm at The Base, Lyndhurst Crescent.
Although the group is not specifically aimed at young people with SEND, it is an inclusive space that
welcomes and supports many neurodivergent individuals.

Digital Workshops for Neurodivergent People

A variety of digital workshops are also available for people who are neurodivergent, currently awaiting an
assessment, or who self-identify as neurodivergent. The workshops are delivered online via Microsoft Teams,
with pre-recorded sessions subsequently made available through the organisation’s website and YouTube
channel. This provides a flexible option for those who may find attending live sessions difficult.

Currently available workshops include: Healthy Relationships and Boundaries, Reasonable Adjustments,
Autistic Burnout and Energy Counting

Coming soon: Masking, ASD vs ADHD vs AuDHD, Executive Function and Procrastination

For further information and to access the available workshops, visit Swindon and Gloucester Mind’s YouTube
channel here:_https://www.youtube.com/@SwindonandGloucestershireMind

Creating Neurodivergent Friendly Workplaces
Swindon & Gloucester Mind have also just launched our 'Creating Neurodivergent

Friendly Workplaces' webinar to support employers to make inclusivity a part of every ; 1y

day working practices and to support making reasonable adjustments. You can find out E E_
more by scanning the QR code.
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