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 Contact the SEND Service
             Phone the SEND Service on 01793 464641 

             Lines are open Monday to Thursday

             8am-5pm and 8am-4.30pm on Friday.

             
             Alternatively, you can email 
             SENDService@swindon.gov.uk   
             
             For more information, please visit the  
             Meet the SEND Service page on the
             Local Offer -
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20190/send
_local_offer     

Events: 
Save the date!
My Futures Event 2026
On: Wednesday, 7 October 2026
From: 10am - 7pm
At the Punjabi Community Centre, Swindon, SN2
7BB
For young people aged 14+ with SEND, or a
parent/carer supporting a young person prepare for
adult life. SEND upcoming events

Early Years Engagement Sessions
The Parent Support and Engagement Team are out
and about across Swindon in the following
locations:

Wednesday, 5 August from 10.30am until 3pm
at Coate Water Splash Park, SN3 6AA
Friday, 21 August from 10am until 2pm at the
Designer Outlet Village, SN2 2DY

The Parent Supprt and Engagement Team can be
contated on EY&CBrokerage@swindon.gov.uk.

Activate
This summer, families across the country are being
encouraged to help children stay active over the school
holidays, with the support of free animated fitness series
Activate, created by Joe Wicks MBE. There are 18 short
videos available from BBC iPlayer.

            
Check out our useful bite-sized videos on
the Local Offer YouTube channel.
https://www.youtube.com/@swindonlocalo
ffer5364 
Subscribe and give your feedback.

Health Protection in children and
young people’s settings including
education
We have recently updated the Local Offer website to
include the latest government guidance on
managing cases of infectious diseases in children
and young people’s settings, including education.
Details of the guidance can be found on the Local
Offer website here: Updated guidance 

This means that ‘The Spotty Book’ has now been
removed as it is outdated.

IproveFit change of name
Please note that IproveFit will be changing their
name from September 2026 to DICE Mentoring.
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m002j871/activate-with-joe-wicks
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20190/send_local_offer
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20190/send_local_offer
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20205/send_news_and_events/1448/send_upcoming_events
mailto:EY&CBrokerage@swindon.gov.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m002j871/activate-with-joe-wicks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKQ-OISe_ZEf5orjle1ZtsQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKQ-OISe_ZEf5orjle1ZtsQ/videos
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20199/health_needs/1418/medical_needs_in_schools_and_community_settings


Challenging Myths around
Health and Home when
Fostering
Many people rule themselves out of
fostering because they believe their health
or home environment means they will not
be eligible. In reality there are many myths
that can prevent people from exploring
fostering, when they have a great deal to
offer.

A common myth is that foster carers must
be in perfect physical health. While carers
need to be able to meet a child's needs,
having a health condition or disability does
not automatically prevent someone from
fostering. Each person's circumstances are
considered individually, with a focus on
their ability to provide a stable and
supportive home to a child.
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Another myth is that people who have experienced mental health challenges cannot become foster carers.
Many people have faced periods of anxiety, depression, or stress during their lives. What matters is how they
are managing their wellbeing and whether they can provide the consistency and care a child needs. For
some, their own experiences can help them better understand and support young people.

There is also a belief that foster carers must own a large house or have a perfect home. In truth fostering is
not about having the biggest house or the newest furnishings. Children need a safe, welcoming environment
where they feel valued and cared for. What matters most is whether the home can meet a child's needs,
including having appropriate space for them.

Finally, some people worry that their home will be judged during the assessment process. The purpose of
home visits is not to look for perfection, but to ensure a home is safe and suitable for a child. The process is
supportive and helps identify any practical changes that may be needed.

Fostering is about people, not perfection. By challenging these myths, more people may realise that fostering
is achievable and that their experience, compassion, and commitment could make a real difference to a
child's future.

Your Skills, Their Future!

To find out more about fostering with Swindon, visit www.swindon.gov.uk/fostering

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/fostering
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